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   “and this is the message….that God is light and in Him is no darkness”….I John 1:5





SERVICES


Sunday





9:00AM:


Family Bible Study


10:00AM:


Worship


5:00pm:


Worship





Wednesday


7:30PM:


Family Bible Study


We have bible classes for all ages and willing teachers.


Come, bring your bible and your children and study God's word. 





"I was glad when they said unto me let us go into the house of Jehovah."           (Ps 122:1)
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(404) 375-0641
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(770)329-5400
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Steve Tramell


(678) 720-8439











Steven Tramell





The effectual reverent prayer of a righteous man availeth much. (Js.5: 16)
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he took bread;  and when he had given thanks, he brake it, and said, This is my body, which is for you….  In like manner also the cup…. This cup is the new covenant in my blood: this do, as often as ye drink (it), in remembrance of me. For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink the cup, ye proclaim the Lord's death till he come.  (1 Cor 11:23-26) and the same people seem to give it little thought. 


     But, do these things exclude a Christian from celebrating and enjoying the festivities of a Holiday season? I think not. What we need to do is remove the term “Christmas” and see it as it is a “Holiday Season”, after all it is much more than the 25th of December.


     It is a time for good cheer and there is nothing wrong with that, a time for gift giving and there is nothing wrong with that, it’s a time for family, a time for friends, a time for well wishes, a time for cozy gatherings around the fire and there is nothing wrong with that. It’s looking forward to a new year, a celebration of the seasons and a (little) snow makes it cheery and bright (my wife gets really upset if we are in Florida and it snows up here). I see no reason, with the right perspective, that a Christians can not enjoy all the trappings of this “Holiday Season” with gusto.


     What it boils’s down to is, we know who we are and we know what God expects of us. It is important that Jesus was born into this world but it is far more important that He lived and died for us and God raised Him from the dead. Lest we forget.





		Joe Phillips


___________________________________


 Read Bro. Caldwell’s article 





     Last Sunday, we were reminded that the Bible is silent about the date of Jesus’ birth.  It is also silent about any special activities of worship intended to celebrate His birth.  Christians must be careful not to act in unauthorized ways regarding worship to God. The Lord has clearly taught the ways of worship that please Him; and if that is our objective, then we should not substitute our own celebrations or add them to services found in His word (2 John 9; Rev. 22:18-19).


     The story of the wise men is an illustration of how people have superstitiously and presumptuously taken Bible events and created their own “holy days.”  Do you know that some (particularly in Western or Roman Catholic churches) have created a Christian festival called “Epiphany” observed on January 6 (the twelfth day of Christmas) commemorating the manifestation of Christ to Gentiles in the persons of the magi (“wise men”)?  The word “Epiphany” is intended to refer to the realization that Christ is the Son of God.  (Eastern Orthodox churches associate the celebration of “Epiphany” with the baptism of Jesus).


     The Gospel according to Matthew tells the story. Little is said about who these men actually were except that they were “wise men from the East.”  Some infer, and perhaps rightfully so, that they came from the land previously occupied by Babylonians and later Medes and Persians.  There were some very learned men, and even astute astronomers who watched the stars, among those peoples 





Others have thought it was a “nova” (a “cataclysmic nuclear explosion in a star caused by the accretion of hydrogen on the surface of a white dwarf star, which ignites and starts nuclear fusion in a runaway manner”) or a supernova which is thought to be able to outshine the sun and can burn in the sky brightly for weeks or months.  However, God caused this to happen, Herod (determined what time the star appeared,” at least when it appeared to them (v. 7); and after they left him, “the star which they had seen in the east went before them, till it came and stood over where the young Child was” (v. 9).


     Ferrell Jenkins has been sharing information on Face Book, with directions to his websites, concerning the nature of these gifts (gold, frankincense and myrrh).  You might want to look.  It is interesting also that an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream, saying, “Arise, take the young Child and His mother, flee to Egypt, and stay there until I bring you word; for Herod will seek the young Child to destroy Him” (v. 13).  This very well may have been the only time Jesus went to Egypt, although we are not told much about his life and travels before age thirty.  It is interesting to note that nothing is said about what was done with the very expensive gifts.  It is usually assumed that they were significant enough in value to be fit for a king.  One might wonder if they were used to finance the trip to Egypt that saved Jesus’ life?  Who knows?  Again, it is probably best not to speculate since we do not know.


______________________________














					





Wise Men from the East


By Colly Caldwell





“Now after Jesus was  born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold, wise men from the East came to Jerusalem, saying, ‘Where is He who has been born King of the Jews?  For we have seen His star in the East and have come to worship Him’” (Matt. 2:1-2)








dating back to about 2000 B.C.  Since the Jews were taken captive into those lands, it might be reasonable to surmise that wise men would have heard of their expectations of a Messiah King. I mentioned that the Roman church assumes these men were Gentiles.  They most likely were, but some reasonably conclude that they were descendants of the captive Jews and believed in Messiah themselves. That, of course, would throw into uncertainty the idea that they were the first Gentiles to honor Christ as God’s Son.


     Another assumed fact is that there were three of these men.  That is based upon their bringing three kinds of gifts:  gold, frankincense, and myrrh. The truth is, we do not know how many wise men there were.  And we do not know when they came.  It could have been almost two years after Jesus’ birth since Herod ordered the death of all children under that age. We know they came into a house (v. 11).  It appears he was no longer in the stable in which he was born.  And if at least forty days had passed, He would have already been circumcised and presented to the Lord in the Temple.  Of course, all of this is condensed in the way it is presented in nativity scenes.  


     There has also been all sorts of speculation about “the star which they had seen in the East” which went before them till it came and stood over where the young Child was” (v. 9).  Some, of course, have felt a need to historically document or otherwise naturally explain the star.  One prominent theory is that this was Halley’s Comet.  Some think that explains the movement of the star in the sky.  





Christmas or The Holiday Season?


Let no man therefore judge you in meat, or in drink, or in respect of a feast day or a new moon or a sabbath day: (Col 2:16)





    Each year as the season approaches many Christians struggle with the question of, if and how to handle the “Christmas Holiday” season. Often the question is, can a Christian participate at all in the festivities of this time of year?  There is no question that many traditions of men have evolved and have been handed down through the years though none of them have anything to do with the celebration of the birth of Jesus. 


     Men have adapted them (wrongly) for their own use and seek to make “holydays” where none are authorized in God’s word and no amount of pomp and circumstance can change that. Paul guides us in these matters when he said, Beware lest any man spoil you through philosophy and vain deceit, after the tradition of men, after the rudiments of the world, and not after Christ. (Col 2:8)  


     We understand that our focus is to be on Christ and our worship to Him must be according to His word. In an effort to minimize the merchandizing of the season, the denominational world clamors to “keep Christ in Christmas.”  The only problem is, Christ was never in Christmas, it is a man made thing. In the accounts of the birth of Jesus, (Matt. and Luke) there is no mention of a date for His birth.  With so much ado by men, doesn’t that seem an important oversight? 


     On the other hand, of the only memorial Jesus asks for Himself is a remembrance of His death, 


 			Cont. on Page 3





FAMILY MATTERS


__________________________________________


Welcome To All


   Welcome to the service at Mountain View this Lord's Day. We're glad you choose to visit our spiritual family. Whether you are traveling, visiting from the community or visit us on a regular basis, we are glad to have you. Please let us know how we can help you in your quest to draw closer to the Lord. _______________________________


Remember      	


Those who need


Our prayers








Rick Hulsey in his battle with cancer.


Nancy Wood;   Elaine Clem’s cousin Michelle


 Davis who has cancer. Tandie Lacquement’s 


cousin, Jeff Lacquement, recovering from 


knee surgery Jack and Joyce Green he is 


recovering from knee replacement and she is 


working through a lot of pain. 


Audrey Statham; has been sick this past 


week. Tyra Jones; is very ill with 


bronchitis. Wallis Hampson; has some serious 


problems with back pain. 


Debbie Adams’ mother had surgery last week


 and is not doing well. 


All of our young people who are at collage; 


Many of our number who are traveling and will


 be traveling for the holidays.








________________________________________





The Mountain View Church of Christ


615 Canton Rd.


Cumming, GA 30040


Learn more @ � HYPERLINK "http://www.justchristians.net" ��www.justchristians.net�


______________________________________
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MEN TO SERVE


Sunday AM Service


Opening Prayer---Drew Bowman


 Song Leader----Sam Adams


Lord's Supper---Preston Jackson


   Asst. 1-----Steve Huff 


   Asst. 2-----Chantz Adams


   Asst. 3-----Lloyd Jackson


   Asst. 4-----Alex Wiggs


   Asst. 5-----Romayne Stephenson 


2nd Prayer---Clay Bowman


Read Scripture---Cliff Wiggs 


Sermon-------Steven Tramell


Announcements—Mark Bowman


Closing Prayer---George Wilcox 


Sunday PM Service


Opening Prayer---Chase Shaffer


Song Leader---Anthony Lynch


2nd Prayer---Zachary Rogers


Read Scripture--- Justin Douthitt


Sermon-----Steven Tramell


Lord's Supper---Preston Jackson


Announcements—Mark Bowman


Closing Prayer---Roger Pink


Wednesday PM Services


Song leader---Chantz Adams


 Invitation---Don Gilbert


 Closing Prayer---Adam Kreis





All men assigned to assist Sunday AM please meet in the large front classroom 5 minutes prior to start 


of services to coordinate the schedule of services.


If you are unable to serve please call Michael Burke 770-889-8747


_________________________





Got Questions?


Mountain View Church of Christ is an independent, nondenominational Bible believing fellowship of Christians who belong to Christ


We seek to be His disciples


If you desire to know more or have questions


Please contact one of the men of the congregation 














